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' ERHARD, Lodwig PSR o ML OF GERMUL

! Ministes of Zoonomiss ludwig Srhard, infermetiuiail; rersned far his ine

; timte corvwetion Witk the "mirerle” of Covvany’s Mot . 0rity, s coe of

i the politisel figmes most frequently menticned as ¢ o3e!N.5 successar tu

i Chancelleor Bonved Adcrmuer. Firet appoimberz Min’siq. of tecucmise 4in A9h9,

; Dr. Erhard s resarpsintod in 1:42 and ir 957 w3, 5 . icition, neued vise

b chancellar, Immsreal)r popular with the publig, Y 45 [ lably the secocd most
: powrful man Jr the Giristien Lruvorstic Urion (T,

Ludwig Extard .8 horn “struary L. 1697 4n Weh, Loricta, Aftar ate
tw Realochuls ir his rative catly, *» enterid ' Uperisl Jewsn
Arey 4n s, 0 ws sovercly vounded, Liur rwer - he retupned O
his otudiss and in 192U recrived u dectorete 40 relt!ionY roonoky from She
Univereity of Frankfurt. e spsr® the next fury yrara 37+ iessarch for vere
ious business 24vas. '

In 1928 Dy, Trhard joled tie Totitete far Loor:iz’:  :.sTvation &b

, firet 88 a mcisrtific assisiant, ithen 28 Gl ~ion chiilef, and fioally
as director fram 1933 to 19L2 when he v=e Cforesd ‘o 2 “,; “nllowing @ Witer
dispute with 111y Lisbel, Lord !myor o lunterg 2 U -7 puppentihyers
Ertard spent the lagt three yusro o dorll far 131 ad Miyteuw ¢ Ec Iretitute
for Industrial Hegesrch in Morlorg sod Beyreuiti. hovr:- o vemier of the Masi
Party or any of ita affilintes, Erhard iz repuiad to 'acy tzwm in frequent con=
taot with Karl Udrdeler, s leading fisurs dn the July 19ii plot against Nitder.

Imwdistely cfter the Oeywar collspso in May 2:L5, ™. ‘vhard was sppointed
evonomis adviser to the immricsp Nili'ary Jowermmext In riar end Middle Frene
conia. In Ootobsr 155 e was nomed Navarian State li'nin’ey o Economics, 2
position he held vatil Necember 1516 wrin he resipred i: iocn.a Director of the
und Credit Office of the Bixomal Eeuncmies Adinli:t: :llon. Yhile ooy~
this position irtard rrepared the oxpongy roto. of X L4, aften congidared
besis for ths s:dsoquant proererity of he Felinl ieplik.

BErhard ertared political life in 15LY with his alizc'for 2 the Bundesta

;m deputy from the Ulm distudct in Hadeneilrttoni-mra.  on Sep ”
vas
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apoainted Mirdster of Ecoroxics and has 23z 'ran ye-eppoinied in
1957, 1In Merch 1959 he was nominated a cunciczis i~r the Premidency
tde Pedarul Republic, & lrrgely oceramomial positic-, bv- /‘aclined the honor,
stating that he preferred to remin Hinistar of Ieoncier.,

agEe
<7

i

l thpL
CONF IUENTIAL
{;,' DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AseNcy  pom COORDINATIONWITH SuleZle

SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPTIDN 3828
NAZ| WAR CRIMES p| SCLOSURE ACT

,..M” 2006 | C

i e e - —

Y-

J




b".-‘%

[
.

GO N ra ’

. —_— PEMUNE L R o~ ;
SRIWS, lulldy (odidioas; 2 "
{

The Econamdat i
Apostle of tbs "fr.> mrket sconray,” Dr, Trtard i v outetanding Oes~ ’

mn exponent of an wrfstrared scoomic rywtan, with *ocl~’, but not sociade :

tatic, aizs, He has oftcn proclaimed that businese . “ivir (4 serve the nped
of the mtiomel cowmnity. Erhayd ir e 2. -2iary o Lu-opsc: union emd of
GCerwn participsticn i the CaaleSteel Cammu ity (L7, ‘i feols, DOWNWD,
that the (°C and #ixihr e facts can achisve only Lo 1t o jrctives, and
that, because of Lhe ci-lrols an:' rdain‘stiative apiilio entallsd, further
economic irtegration would not be in the Litexrsst of 2 - and more pgo-
ductive B'ropagn scorasy. Frhard “elioves that tho Anilrisinashls ecomdition
for the restesation <& Twrowmar eronmlc unily iz the elin'nshion of finane
012l ard eccotxie camtrols, certels, ard al) fams of 4w 2fzcriximtion,

Brhard's succeseful o2°crts o swcure mmasage of an mti-cartal law
bave involved hix in sore fairly rencwous disputes w4 dgmsn Lndusteiale
iste. The moet 13=ent fuarw-up oxcurad In March 1556 wic Cerl Neusmmn,
vice president of ths poverful Fedmration of Vest Ucoresn .v2liry and lmed
of the Katiomal Associst-ion of Taxtile Indusiry, stated taii contimued un~
compromising edherenoce to rhard's pranciples would lesd Lo celf-destyustion
in many industariss ard called for emti:sly mew ocoroxic coice; 8. Aocearding
to the Emdessy in V>rn, Kewmon's attack seemsé %0 “ear <.’ risors that some
inflvential industrial cinmcles had made concarted effort: U bave Zrbard
aosdrated 83 & canciiiats for the mreaidency in an sitemrt o romove the in~
sonvenisat Econozics Mirister fyex active polities, 16 K™ nvsy added that
the yeasticm of the (DU m'%e fantion, many econour cuicrvers, and the
genaral public clearly demoms Frhard®s continued vi:iez.rued populardty

Republic

A firm beliovar ir Corman aligwment with the Weet, rricd is sl

+ He frequently talme public corrisence of Amepieam

firancial comteilatiore to ‘est Cermany end in 1951 declerxi: *Amsrice ime
given us the oourege and strength to start life arev,.”

Peyecral
Bxhard is 3n extrovert rediating an atmosphere of auiryy, “all-=dedng,

‘optimism, and vigor, An able exterporanecus speaker, he 1s ouebly a better

talker tien lstesar, sincs he is firmly convinoced =f the cxrect™sss of his
+ In discussing econcaio problemm he i# inclim<d o Yo decisive,
somevhat prafessorial, and foroeful to the puint of reing .'v:.-'_;h..'

Popthright and Iixpntisnt, Frhard cannot be eallec di,.! satic either in
action or speech, During the cowse of his pco’~ailil tour uf sovthesst Asia,
s dluntness cuused &8 conaidoradla furor wuorg hypessersitire local officials.
In Caylom, for exsxpls, the Kinister of Food and Agricultive irformed Erhard
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RRAARD, lodwig (continued) 3

that Ceylen &34 not ant &Y privato irvostmmts from trs "o 1111248 (xoe
trise; t0 this Irtard replisd that he wus glad, becsuse hs iz WM [Eeprred
to rescrsend $0 any Uerman irvestors thut they put theiyr moray in Caylom.

His opponents claim that Erharct has 1:Ltde talent for ths politicsl snd
parlismsntary game vhich he would de required o play shcuid iw tecows Ped=
eral Chancellap heretofers his irterest in party pelitic: a:.[z:ire to have
been confined to obtainirg suppart . or the impleckntstion of hies cconcte
plans, He 18 also 3ald to b & poor administypatar, R:%: i iz Sriends and
his enmiss agres that Erhard's nri-ary interest is 4 cconimic mttass apd
that he i3 not notadly well-ininmaed or vary interestnd in foreign affaise.

Dr. Retrd smokos cigure slmost cortantly and driiks iitawally tut with
no visible effect. Hs hzs besn married sinos 1923 to the 7o.1nr laise Lotters
there are no children. [Lr. Erhard is s Frotestam,
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